2019-2020
Senior Thesis Titles

Fall 2019

Caroline Cohen
Supervisor: Theda Skocpol

Fighting Uphill: Three 2018 Congressional Campaigns Where Democrats Made Gains In
Conservative America

Claudia Creed

Supervisor: David Lebow

A Theatre Fit for the Modern Age: The Political Struggle over “Authenticity” and Literary
Heritage at the Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre

Eva Dilanni-Miller

Supervisor: Andrew Brandel

After the Fall: Student politics at the University of Cape Town in the post Must Fall period
Zeynep Ertugay

Supervisor: Jeremy Siegman

Might as Well Sink Your Teeth Into It!: Discourses on Integrated Syrian-Turkish Education in
Turkey

Spring 2020

Eloise Ackman
Supervisor: Peter Gordon

No Way Out?: The Concept of “Reification” in Western Marxist Thought
Nicholas Albert
Supervisor: Tom Wooten

If Not for Us, Then for Whom?: How Gentrification Shapes Perceptions of Recovery in Post-
Katrina New Orleans



Atheena Arasoo
Supervisor: Tracey Rosen

(Un)pacific Relations: Imperial Divisions between Native Hawaiians and Micronesians in
Hawai ‘i

Benjamin Austin

Supervisor: Sean Gray

The Role of the Court in Overruling Majoritarian Institutions: The Democratic Ethos, Partisan
Gerrymandering, and Rucho v. Common Cause

Isabel Bernhard

Supervisor: Fernando Bizzarro

Controlling Alternative Sources of Power: Denuclearization and Democratic Consolidation in

Brazil and Argentina, 1983-1994

Francisco Cernada
Supervisor: Nicole Newendorp

Whatever it Takes: Exploring the Identities and Informal U.S. Membership of Undocumented
Latinx Students After the Rescission of the Deferred Action for Child Arrivals Program
Sunah Chang

Supervisor: Andrew Brandel

Just Do It Zen: The Kwan Um School of Zen, Orientalism, and Commodification in American
Cultural Discourses

Hadley DeBello

Supervisor: Michael Szonyi

Trading on the Past: The Rise of the Yuanmingyuan Zodiac as Political Currency in Modern

China

Samarth Desai
Supervisor: Adam Sandel

The Case for a Hermeneutic Jurisprudence



Flora DiCara
Supervisor: Michael Hiscox

For The Record: A Study of Personal Data Disclosure and Electronic Healthcare Systems

Margot Dionne
Supervisor: Charles Petersen

Dr. Wang Can Save This City: How One Man’s Computer Company Became a Symbol of Hope
in Postindustrial Lowell, Massachusetts

Eve Driver

Supervisor: Sheila Jasanoff

Narrating Apocalypse: Cape Town’s “Day Zero” and the Politics of Climate Change Attribution
Vojta Drmota

Supervisor: Nicolas Prevelakis

Divergent Interpretations: The Meaning and Role of Direct Democracy in the Czech Far Right
Quinn Evangelakos

Supervisor: Leslie Finger

Civic Education in the United States: A Social Studies Thesis on Social Studies

Rory Farquharson

Supervisor: Kiku Adatto

Power and Resistance in Reimagining Photographic Representations of Racial Violence in the
United States

Lilla Gabrieli

Supervisor: Erica Chenoweth

All Atwitter: Examining the Fact and Fiction of Informal Counter Messaging

Kacey Gill

Supervisor: Ellis Monk

Taking Power: Body Modification in the Black Community



Lucy Golub
Supervisor: James Herron

Adopting Identity: The Liminal Position of Transracial Adoptees

Corey Gonzales

Supervisor: Tracey Rosen

Drop Out, Turn On, Tune In: Neoliberal Spirituality and the Turn to Ayahuasca Shamanism in
Iquitos, Peru

Adam Harper

Supervisor: K. Healan Gaston

The Exercise of Democracy: On Conflict and Character-Ethics

Segan Helle

Supervisor: Anya Bassett

You Can’t Squeeze Blood Out of A Turnip: Understanding Homeless Courts in the Age of
Penalizing Poverty

David Hernandez

Supervisor: Elizabeth Hinton

Fighting Crime with Compassion: An Analysis of Essex County’s Mental Health Diversionary
Program

Edith Herwitz

Supervisor: Andrew Gordon

State-Builders Seeking Status: American and Japanese Immigration Policy, 1866-1924
Francesca Hess

Supervisor: Zach Nowak

Apartheid in America: Multi-Generational Impacts of Housing Discrimination and Structural
Violence on Black Baltimoreans



Simone Huemer
Supervisor: Roland Neil

Their Job is to Make People... Know Them: An Exploration of Trust in the Police in East
Harlem New York

Julia Huesa
Supervisor: Parker Hatley

Small Languages Enlargen the World: Basque Language Learning, Usage, and Transmission
Among Euskaldun Berriak (New Speakers)

Lily Jacobs

Supervisor: David Lebow

Finding Freedom in “Freedom”: Deflating and Expanding Frankfurt School Autonomy
Hayley Jaffe

Supervisor: Brandon Bloch

To Care in Hell: The Centrality of Relationships for Jewish Women in Auschwitz

Cameron Jones

Supervisor: Bonnie Talbert

The Burden of Becoming God: The Creation of Truth and Value According to Friedrich
Nietzsche’s Will to Power

Zainab Kahloon

Supervisor: Rushain Abbasi

Religion or Re-Election: How Muslim-Americans Running for Office Reconcile Their Islamic
Values with Their Political Decisions

José Larios

Supervisor: Katherine Merseth

Single Stop: A Modern Anti-Poverty Intervention at Bunker Hill Community College



Duncan Lechner
Supervisor: David Lebow

The Puzzle of Administrative Law: Reconciling Liberty and Necessity in a Post- Gundy World
Chengru Long

Supervisor: Laura Nelson

Checking Our Privilege: Cultural Capital and the Myth of Meritocracy in American Higher
Education

William MacArthur

Supervisor: Kenzie Bok

Consistent With Local Needs: Housing Development and Chapter 40B in the Boston Metro Area
Sofia Mascia

Supervisor: Terry Aladjem

For the Rights of the Child: Legal Jurisdiction for Corporations Regarding Child Labour
Violations Under the Alien Tort Statute

Ian McClanan

Supervisor: Kiku Adatto

Run For Your Life: Long-Distance Running, Civic Life, and the Telos of the Marathon

Ethan McCollister

Supervisor: Laura Adler

Between Dangerous Pasts and Uncertain Futures: Agency and Social Networks in the Liminal
Space of the Moria Refugee Camp

Charles Michael

Supervisor: Alison Jones

Old Buildings, New Visions: Conflicts Over Heritage and Art in Hong Kong’s Urban Planning
Process



Mara Milner
Supervisor: Ana Keilson

A Peek Behind the Curtain: Transforming Elitism and Democracy in the New York City Ballet

Jonah Moroh
Supervisor: Jared Schachner

Calling the Great Equalizer into Question: Analyzing Exam High School Systems in New York
and Chicago

Adam Moss
Supervisor: Adam Sandel

Is Science Meaningful?

Grace Pan
Supervisor: Tracey Rosen

Contested Terrain: Suzhi Discourse, Capitalism, and the Culture of Modernity in Contemporary
Shanghai

Allison Piper
Supervisor: Mary Waters

Power, Place, and Pertenencia: Nonprofit Organizations and Their Influence on Articulations of
Belonging in a Border City

Kaitlyn Rabinovitz
Supervisor: Leslie Finger

Mass (Shooting) Hysteria: Media Panic and School Securitization

William Rhatigan
Supervisor: Jimmy Biblarz

We Love the Old Rock: Community Attachment, Individualism, and the Recovery of Two
Postindustrial Paper Mill Towns



Damian Richardson
Supervisor: Anya Bassett

It Makes Me Do More: Community Violence and Civic Engagement in Chicago’s High-Crime
Neighborhoods

Victor (Trey) Rogers
Supervisor: Meredith Dost

Rural Hoosiers: Theorizing the Rural Identity through an Investigation of Political Behavior and
Rural Culture in Indiana

Vanessa Ruales
Supervisor: Alex Mierke-Zatwarnicki

Front-of-Package Nutritional Labelling in the UK and Ecuador: Comparative Case Studies of
the Policy Process

Sarah Ryan

Supervisor: Eric Beerbohm

Powerful Non-State Actors and The Scope of Justice

Rachel Schartz

Supervisor: Andrew Brandel

Slaves & Saviors: An Ethnographic Study of a Safe Home for Survivors of Sex Trafficking
Lilly Scherban

Supervisor: Yvan Prkachin

Patients taking Power: Reform and the Rise of the Exceptional Patient

in Modern American Psychiatry

Matthew Schrage

Supervisor: Matthew Kearney

Power without Responsibility: Audience Measurement from 1920



Paulette Schuster
Supervisor: Fernando Reimers

Assessing the Acquisition of Financial Literacy & Entrepreneurial Skills in Young Women:
An Impact Evaluation of the Empowering Girls Education Project in Uganda

Eleanor Shea
Supervisor: Kathy Fox

A Vote from Behind Bars: A Democratic Case for Reimagining the Penal System

Audrey Sheehy
Supervisor: Ariane Liazos

Matter(s) of Interpretation: Uncovering Judicial Activism and “Rationality” through Plyler
v. Doe (1982)

Abigail Simon
Supervisor: Justin Reynolds

Mindfulness as the New “Spirit of Capitalism”: A Weberian History of the Rationalization of
Mindfulness in America

Kira Telgen

Supervisor: Emma Bogler

A Tale of Two Shootings: Comparing Print Media Discourse of Parkland and Santa Fe
Maria Tirnovanu

Supervisor: Si Nae Park

Goods and (Fan) Services: K-Pop Fandom, Capitalism, and Alternative Gender ldentities in
South Korea

Kathleen Weiner

Supervisor: Celia Reddick

Between Myth and Memory: History Education and the Making of Post-Genocide Rwanda



Jenna Wong
Supervisor: Catherine Elgin

All Our Trespasses: Building a Model for Forgiveness

Nicolas Yan
Supervisor: Danielle Allen

Just Work?: Redistribution, Recognition, and the Future of Employment

Angela Yi
Supervisor: Jovonna Jones

Subversion and Subordination: The Materialization of the YouTube Beauty Community in
Everyday Reality

Alexander Zhang
Supervisor: Jie Li

What Is Real? What Is Fake?: Transitional Chinese Hip-Hop Culture and the War of
Authenticity



