
2022-2023 

Senior Thesis Titles 

 

 

Fall 2022 

 

Vivian Herbert 

Supervisor: Angela Maione 

 

A Future Feeling: Critical Theory, Dating App Technology, and Digital Intimacy  

 

 

Amisha Kambath 

Supervisor: Robert Sampson 

 

Labor Cynicism: A Structural Theory for Labor Market Marginality 

 

 

Tae Hwan Kim 

Supervisor: Nicolas Prevelakis 

 

Uneasiness: Investigating Arguments Behind Conceptions of Laïcité Among Political Science 

Students in France 

 

 

Priya Kukreja 

Supervisor: Glory Liu 

 

Care or Criminalization: Deviant Female Sexuality and Reproductive Control, 1870-1920 

 

 

Mary McDermott 

Supervisor: Elizabeth Thom 

 

On the Outside Looking In: How One Urban Campus Shapes Rural Students’ Perspectives on the 

Culture and Politics of Home 

 

 

Aaryan Morrison 

Supervisor: Amy Alemu 

 

Africanity and the Extranational Imagination: Political Philosophies from Tanzania and South 

Africa 

 

 

 



Elizabeth Paglione 

Supervisor: Nicole Newendorp 

 

Damming the Lifeblood of Laos or Building the Battery of Asia? Hydropower on the Lao 

Mekong as a Site of Environmental Contestation 

 

 

Dora Paolini 

Supervisor: Nicholas Harkness 

 

Locating Linguistics: Shifting Ideologies and Emergent Registers of Bilingual Education in 

Massachusetts, 1971-Present 

 

 

Spring 2023 

 

Josie Abugov 

Supervisor: Tiya Miles 

 

State v. DeLavallade: Reading Judicial Narratives and the Black Family Archive 

 

 

Samar Ahmad 

Supervisor: Anya Bassett 

 

From Choice to Justice: Intersectionality in the U.S. Reproductive Rights Movement, 1980–1994 

 

 

Joy Ashford 

Supervisor: Healan Gaston 

 

From the “Naked Public Square” to the “War on Woke Ideology”:  American Culture Warriors 

Redefining Secularism as Discriminatory 

 

 

Henry Austin 

Supervisor: Sheila Jasanoff 

 

“Without Data, Am I Dead?": Failed Promises of Disruptive Technology and Bioconstitutional 

Fragmentation in Modern America 

 

 

Catherine Beddingfield 

Supervisor: Bo-Mi Choi 

 

Embodied Representations: Julia Kristeva’s Psycholinguistic Theory of Gestation 



Maya Bharara 

Supervisor: Noah Daponte-Smith 

 

Trustee or Delegate? State Legislators’ Conceptions of Representative Duty 

 

 

Tzofiya Bookstein 

Supervisor: Tracey Rosen 

 

Learning the 'Other's Language': Narratives of Transformation, Identity, and Power in 

Jerusalem 

 

 

Artea Brahaj 

Supervisor: Eleanor Craig 

 

The Dark Side of the Moon: Racialized Islam in the Shadows of the West 

 

 

Nicholas Brown 

Supervisor: Terry Aladjem 

 

The American Access to Justice Crisis: The Making and Unmaking of Legal Alienation 

 

 

Felix Bulwa 

Supervisor: Katherine Merseth 

 

Embedded Education: Exploring the School-Within-School Model in Los Angeles, Boston, and 

Beyond 

 

 

Maribel Cervantes 

Supervisor: Andrew Brandel 

 

Falling Through the Cracks: Homelessness and Housing Insecurity in Singapore 

 

 

Monica Chang 

Supervisor: Joseph Wallerstein 

 

“We’re Human Too”: How People Experiencing Homelessness Negotiate Their Humanity in the 

Mass & Cass Area of Boston, MA 

 

 

 



Xialene Chang 

Supervisor: Mari Sanchez 

 

Affirmative Action and Equality Employment Opportunity to Diversity Management: From The 

Untold Perspective of ‘Outsiders Within’ 

 

 

Birch Chemberlin 

Supervisor: Ana Keilson 

 

A History of Haudenosaunee Political Theory at Six Nations of the Grand River 

 

 

Ilana Cohen 

Supervisor: Stancyzk Lucas 

 

What We Owe to Climate Refugees: The Ethics of Individual Action Amidst Pervasive Climate 

Change Injustice 

 

 

Nicolas Eccles 

Supervisor: Ryan Fontanilla 

 

The Image of the Black Criminal: Societal Ramifications from News and Social Media Distortion 

in Modern America 

 

 

Tobias Edelstein 

Supervisor: Jonathan Hansen 

 

Woodrow Wilson’s War: Pragmatism and American Exceptionalism 

 

 

Chet Ellis 

Supervisor: Sebastian Jackson 

 

Humor and the Absurdity of Black Life 

 

 

Salma Elsayed 

Supervisor: Meira Levinson 

 

Invisible Million: The Education of Homeless Students in New York City and Houston 

 

 

 



Sophie Feldman 

Supervisor: Andrew Brandel 

 

Longing and Belonging in the World’s Coldest Country: Immigrant Integration in Norway 

 

 

Alexandra Fogel 

Supervisor: Diane Davis 

 

A Perfect Storm: Hurricane Response and Recovery in 21st Century America 

 

 

Andreas Frank 

Supervisor: Emily Channell-Justice 

 

Deploying Diaspora DemocracyHow NGOs Mobilize Ukrainian American Constituencies to 

Influence Pro-Ukrainian Policy 

 

 

Eli Frankel 

Supervisor: Charles Clavey 

 

Between Theory and Protest: Herbert Marcuse, Jürgen Habermas, and the New Left 

 

 

Kate Gundersen 

Supervisor: Daniel Ziblatt 

 

PolariNATION: Political Polarization over the American Nation between 2000 and 2020 

 

 

Liam Hall 

Supervisor: Michael Hiscox 

 

Exposing the Unseen: Nudge Disclosure Effects 

 

 

Aurelia Han 

Supervisor: Nicole Newendorp 

 

China’s Cultural Revolution Amnesia: Remembering Trauma, Humor, and Nostalgia in the 

COVID-Era 

 

 

 

 



Travis Harper 

Supervisor: Rosie Wagner 

 

An Act of Revolution: Critical Black Trans Politics and the Limits of the Law in the 

Contemporary U.S. Transgender Movement 

 

 

Isabel Isselbacher 

Supervisor: Salmaan Keshavjee 

 

No Seeking Asylum from a Rising Sea: Mapping the Neoliberal Undercurrents of Emergent 

Climate Migration Discourse in Aotearoa New Zealand 

 

 

Lucy Jackson 

Supervisor: Tiya Miles 

 

Cliffs, Clams, and Cranberries: A Place-Based Study of Aquinnah Wampanoag Women’s 

Hydroculture in Martha’s Vineyard 

 

 

Aidan Keenan 

Supervisor: Shane Greenstein 

 

If You Give a Consumer a Cookie: An Assessment of the California Consumer Privacy Act 

 

 

Swathi Kella 

Supervisor: Nicole Newendorp 

 

A Matter of Time: Attaining Temporal Justice in the U.S. Asylum System 

 

 

Maria Keselj 

Supervisor: Andreja Siliunas 

 

Mafias, Activists, and Tabloids: Narratives of Corruption in Serbia 

 

 

Chloë LeStage 

Supervisor: Kierstan Kaushal-Carter 

 

Prison and Jail Birthworkers: Towards Radical Care for the Pregnant and Incarcerated 

 

 

 



Isabel Levin 

Supervisor: Aaron Bekemeyer 

 

“I Dialed 911 a Long Time Ago:” Racial and Class Bias in Emergency Response 

 

 

Shojeh Liu 

Supervisor: Ariane Liazos 

 

Finder’s Fee: Unlocking Fines and Fees Reform from the Inside 

 

 

Kainoa Lowman 

Supervisor: Bo-Mi Choi 

 

“Lawyer, Businessman, or Failure”: The Roots of Career Funneling at Harvard College, 1973-

2000 

 

 

Srividya Maganti 

Supervisor: Glory Liu 

 

Revitalizing Democracy: Depolarization through Deliberation in Petaluma 

 

 

Samson Mostashari 

Supervisor: Molly Hickey 

 

The Effect of Regime Type on Ethnic Separatist Conflict Termination: A Comparative Study of 

Basque Spain and Turkish Kurdistan 

 

 

Clara Nevins 

Supervisor: Heather Hendershot 

 

I Just Want to Feel It All: Intimacy and Female Subjectivity in Television 

 

 

Sophia Parker 

Supervisor: Sebastian Jackson 

 

The Self on Screen: A Reception History of Black Identity in American Cinema, c. 1910-2020 

 

 

 

 



Elyse Pham 

Supervisor: Jung Ja Choi 

 

Peddling and Performing Racialized Sexuality: An Exploration of Asian Woman Porn 

Performers’ Narratives 

 

 

Olivia Proctor 

Supervisor: DeAnza Cook 

 

Knocking on Death’s Door: Social Impacts of Fatal No-Knock Warrants on Targeted Families in 

St. Louis 

 

 

Mercedes Sapuppo 

Supervisor: Julie Weaver 

 

“The Only Way to Tell the Truth”: Journalist Repression and Resistance through Digital 

Technology in Russia and Belarus 

 

 

Ajay Sarma 

Supervisor: Michael Ortiz-Castro 

 

Deconstructing Sovereignty: Hyperreality and the Absurd 

 

 

Ariel Silverman 

Supervisor: Steven Levitsky 

 

Digging into Extraction: Dilemmas of the Contemporary Latin American Left in Greening 

Extractive Industries 

 

 

Sahaj Singh 

Supervisor: Eric Beerbohm 

 

Little Brother’s Watching: 

Against Digital Hegemony and Censorship in India 

 

 

Erika Smith 

Supervisor: Kiku Adatto 

 

Woven Threads: African American Dress and the Aesthetic of Liberation from Enslavement to 

Freedom 



Mackenzie Smith 

Supervisor: Tracey Rosen 

 

Value Proposition: An Analysis of Labor Ethic and Entrepreneurial Orientation 

Amongst Harvard Undergraduates 

 

 

Mariam Sousou 

Supervisor: Don Tontiplaphol 

 

The Imperative for Appropriate Redress: On the Very Idea of Historical Injustice 

 

 

Ryan Stanford 

Supervisor: Bonnie Talbert 

 

Baseball, Apple Pie, The Flag, and Not Talking About the Past: A study of American truth 

commissions as a restorative response to white supremacist violence 

 

 

Choetsow Tenzin 

Supervisor: David Koss 

 

Global Office Spaces: Navigating Labor Relations in China through Taiwanese and South 

Korean Foreign Direct Investments 

 

 

Brianna Turner 

Supervisor: Tomiko Brown-Nagin 

 

Not the Master’s Tool: An Evaluation of Intersectionality Theory in Anti-Discrimination Law 

 

 

Katherine Wang 

Supervisor: Alison Denton Jones 

 

“God Brought Me Here”: Tracing the Trajectories of Afghan Muslim and Christian Refugees 

from Homeland to Hostland 

 

 

Olivia Weeks 

Supervisor: Charles Clavey 

 

From ‘Bathtub Crank’ to ‘Mexican Ice’: Transformations in Missouri Meth Production and 

Policing, 1971 – Present 

 



Polina Whitehouse 

Supervisor: Michael Rosen 

 

Making Things Right: Restorative Justice and Relational Democracy 

 

 

Luke Williams 

Supervisor: Charles Clavey 

 

Welcome to the Jungle: Inequality and the Conservative Roots of America’s Rightwing 

Revolution 

 

 

Rowena Wilson-Olivo 

Supervisor: Tracey Rosen 

 

¿Esta es la Patria Nueva? Is this the New Homeland? Extractivismo and Post-Neoliberal 

Failures at the Coca Codo Sinclair Dam 

 

 

Sydney Young 

Supervisor: Anya Bassett 

 

Towards Holistic Birth Care: Possibilities and Challenges for Nurse-Midwifery and Low-

Intervention Birth in Boston Hospitals 

 

 

Jonathan Zhang 

Supervisor: Nicole Newendorp 

 

Sino-Saudi Relations in the Wake of BRI: A Road to Success or a Vision for Failure? 

 

 

Katherine Zhu 

Supervisor: Adaner Usmani 

 

Regressive Progress: The Unintended Consequences of Media on Policing in the United States 

 

 

Alexa Zinke 

Supervisor: Healan Gaston 

 

Significant Silences: Beyond the Feminine Political Myth in The Odyssey 

 

 

 



Jacqueline Zoeller 

Supervisor: Philip Deloria 

 

Visualizing the Wasteland: Native American Art as Resistance against the Uranium Legacies of 

the Southwest 

 
 


